
LIFE GROUP: WEEK ONE (week of 9/9) 

Saved by Grace, Living in Unity! I Corinthians 1:1-17  

 

Big Idea:  

Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and 

that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and 

in the same judgment.  (I Corinthians 1:10) 

 

‘Getting to know you…’   

Have you ever been a part of a close-knit group? (for instance: an athletic team, a work crew, 

a military unit, etc.) Describe the group and your place in it. If you’ve not been a part of this 

kind of a group then describe your idea of the ‘perfect’ group! 

 

Read I Corinthians 1:1-17 (Questions based on The New American Standard Bible©, 1995) 

 

Questions… 

1. How would you describe the ancient city of Corinth? What kind of an impact do you 

think this city would make on a young church like this? 

 

2. List some of the things that Paul is thankful for in verses 4-9. Define each of these 

blessings. 

 

3. Describe the divisions in the Corinthian Church talked bout in verses 10-17, (and by the 

way, just who are Apollos and Cephas?)  Do you see similar issues in the church today?  
 

Bonus Question… 

Why are the divisions in the Corinthian Church (v. 11-12) so dangerous, and how are the 

questions Paul asks them in verse 13 supposed to help? 

 

GROW… 

To what degree do the blessings in verses 4-9 describe you? If some changes need to 

happen, what do you think you need to do? 

 

GO… 

What, if anything, divides you from other believers? What can, (or will) you do this week 

to lessen that divide? 



LIFE GROUP: WEEK TWO (week of 9/16) 

God’s Wisdom -vs- Man’s ‘Wisdom!’ I Corinthians 1:18-30  

 

Big Idea:  

In this message we will show the contrast between the message of the cross and the 

misunderstandings that many have concerning the cross. 

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 

I Corinthians 1:18 

 

‘Getting to know you…’   

If you’re a Christian, what did you think about the message of Christianity before you 

became a follower of Christ? (And if you’re not a Christian, what do you think of it now?) 

 

Read I Corinthians 1:18-30 (Questions based on The New American Standard Bible©, 1995) 

 

Questions… 

1. How would you describe the ‘message of the Cross’ and the ‘wisdom of the world?’ (v. 

18-21) 

 

2. What do Jews want, and what do Greeks want? How do each of them respond? How does 

Christ fulfill what they’re each looking for? Do you still see these responses from various 

people today? Give some examples. (v. 22-25) 

 

3. Explain Paul’s logic in verses 26-31. How does being ‘foolish, weak, despised, etc.’ 

enable one to better ‘boast in the Lord?’ Is this true for you? Why or why not?  
 

Bonus Question… 

In verse 19 Paul quotes Isaiah 29:14. What did this verse mean when Isaiah wrote it? 

Why does Paul use it in his argument; what’s his point? 

 

GROW… 

In what specific ways does pride hinder your walk with the Lord? How do Paul’s words 

apply to your life? What are you going to do about it? 

 

GO… 

How can Paul’s words in this passage encourage those in your world who feel defeated, 

depressed, or    ?      What can you share with them this week? Will you? 



LIFE GROUP: WEEK  THREE (week of 9/23) 

The Most Important Thing! I Corinthians 2:1-16  

 

Big Idea:  

The foundational truth of the Church is ‘Christ Crucified, Risen & Coming Again!’ For 

the church to stand you have to get the foundation right! 

And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, 

proclaiming to you the testimony of God. For I determined to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  (I Corinthians 2:1-2) 

 

‘Getting to know you…’   

How would you define ‘wisdom?’ Using this definition, who is the wisest person you know, 

(or know about?) What is it that makes you choose them? 

 

Read I Corinthians 2:1-16 (Questions based on The New American Standard Bible©, 1995) 

 

Questions… 

1. Describe in your own words Paul’s method of reaching out to the Corinthians, (v 1-5.) 

What are the advantages and/or disadvantages of approaching people this way? 

 

2. What is the ‘hidden wisdom’ (the ‘secret wisdom’) of God? Who understands God’s 

wisdom and who does not? Why? (v. 6-9) 

 

3. From what Paul says in verses 10-16 describe the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a 

believer and in the life of a non-believer.  

 

Bonus Question… 

In verse 9 Paul quotes Isaiah 64:4, and in verse 16 he quotes Isaiah 40:13. What did these 

words mean when Isaiah wrote them? Why does Paul share them now? 

 

GROW… 

What do you need to do in order to more fully exercise ‘the mind of Christ’ in your life? 

Will you do it? 

 

GO… 

In what specific ways should you adopt Paul’s methods (from verses 1-5) as you reach 

out to your world? Will you? 



LIFE GROUP: WEEK FOUR (week of 9/30) 

“The Church: Family, Fields, and Buildings!” I Corinthians 3:1-23  

 

Big Idea:  

The focus here is the Local Church and the importance of unity. Paul uses a number of 

metaphors to describe what it means to ‘Be the Church!’   

According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a 

foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on 

it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

  (I Corinthians 3:10-11) 

 

‘Getting to know you…’   

If you only have a choice between being young and strong or old and wise, which would you 

choose, and why? 

 

Read I Corinthians 3:1-23 (Questions based on The New American Standard Bible©, 1995) 

 

Questions… 

1. Define these terms that Paul uses in verses 1-4: ‘spiritual men’, ‘men of flesh’, ‘infants in 

Christ’, ‘milk’ and ‘solid food.’ What point is he making in these verses? 

 

2. What word pictures does Paul paint in verses 5-15. What are some of the points he’s 

making with these illustrations? 

 

3. What does it mean to be a ‘fool’ for Christ? According to Paul, what is the alternative? 

Can you give an example of a ‘worldly wisdom?’ How about ‘Godly foolishness?’ 
 

Bonus Question… 

Explain the dire warning that Paul gives in verses 16-17. Can you give an example? 

 

GROW… 

What can you do to ensure that you’re building on God’s foundation with ‘gold, silver 

and precious stones?’ (v. 10-13) Will you do these things? How can this group help? 

 

GO… 

What can you learn from Paul example in verses 1-4 that you can use in reaching out to 

your world? What will you do this week? How can we pray for you and/or help you? 


